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2 .by It’s a big year for the New Zealand internet. Not long ago when folks from the city of
Wellington came to Christchurch they would just wander around and see what it was like. Now folks
tend to go to the internet first. I’m particularly looking forward to the international event in
Auckland later this year. I’m looking forward to meeting folks from around the world. We’ve got
some international visitors in Christchurch. I suppose some of you may want to visit here again. I
know I would. We don’t take the international visitors for granted. They can’t come to our city and
forget it. Our city has a lot to say. Christchurch has some wonderful and historical places. In fact in
recent days two items have caught my attention. One was a rather sad photo. There was a man
standing on top of a car. He had deliberately parked his vehicle in a rather precarious position.
Some cars in the background were badly damaged and people were trapped inside. From my
internet search the picture was taken in Shepherd’s Bush and I believe in Australia. I don’t know the
outcome of the photo. But it was an unusually dramatic act. I have a lot of regard for dramatic
photos. I admire creativity. I’m not the only one. Christchurch has that as its main attraction. The
other item was from Newsroom. It suggested that somehow the Christchurch Council has made a
film of future Christchurch. The film showed a jumble of old buildings. At the top centre you could
see the New Zealand Parliament Building and the Peterborough Garden. You could see the
Cathedral at the bottom centre. It was footage of a future Christchurch. It was filmed by today’s
Christchurch Council. I don’t remember its being filmed. But it’s a pity that Council did not use the
resources. Yesterday I read in Fairfax papers about the progress being made on what is now known
as The Press Building at 300 Tuam Street
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