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Download. 34.Lino Piaggio Lino Piaggio (May 2, 1895 – October 19, 1984) was an Italian politician
who led the Italian Social Movement between 1946 and 1953. Life Born in Turin, Piaggio fought in
World War I and moved to Switzerland after the war to study law, graduating in 1921. He returned
to Turin the following year and became a lawyer, joining the Fasci Italiani di Combattimento in 1922.
In 1928 he became active in the Italian movement against the fascist dictatorship and was
imprisoned for three years, where he escaped in the popular uprising of July 1922. Subsequently,
between 1934 and 1946, he worked for the PCI, becoming a senator in 1946. In the same year he
became Minister of Public Works, succeeding Luigi Einaudi, and from 1946 until 1953 he was
Minister of Transport, succeeding Giuseppe Saragat. For his contribution to the Resistance
movement, Piaggio was awarded the Gold Medal of Military Valour in 1944 and the Medaglia d'oro
al Valore Militare in 1945. In 1954 he was elected senator for life, and in 1961 he became a member
of the Central Committee of the Italian Communist Party. He remained secretary of the PCI Central
Committee until the Italian reformist wing of the party prevailed in a series of internal conflicts
(known as the "Battle of Milan") until 1968. During his whole political career, he was a supporter of
the Soviet Union, and in the 1950s he hosted two military delegations from the Soviet Union. In
1946, the PCI suspended him from the party, and in 1978 he lost his seat in the Italian Parliament,
but was still a member of the Central Committee, and remained a close ally of Giulio Andreotti, with
whom he had been close before 1958, until his death in 1984. In 1984 he founded the anti-
communist L'Unione europea (European Union) with Giulio Andreotti and Bruno Fortino, the
unification of the European right, to which was subscribed the Christian Democrat press, as well as
many European leaders, from Valéry Giscard d'Estaing to Enrico Berlinguer. Honours and
decorations Ordine al Merito della Repubblica Italiana (1944)
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