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Marriage at common law was a civil, rather than a religious, institution, and was subject to state regulation. The United States Constitution, adopted at Philadelphia in 1787, does not explicitly mention marriage; in early state constitutions, marriage was either regulated by the states or outright prohibited, but the
United States Constitution did not outlaw marriage. It merely "restrained the States from prohibiting by law the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. It required a uniform rule of naturalization throughout the United States, and for the best interests of the United States the right to

make laws for the people of the different States must be reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." Marriage statutes in the United States vary in terms of age of majority, ceremony, consent, and taxation. The Uniform Marriage and Divorce Act, also called the Uniform Marriage and Divorce Act
(UMDA), is a model statute for the regulation of marriage. Minnesota passed a similar statute in 2005, to be effective in January 2006. Some states, like Arkansas and California, now have statutory age of
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