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Digital. MOSCOW, May 23. /TASS/. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and his Portuguese counterpart, Jose Manuel
Garcia-Margallo, called for the prevention of combat actions among the armed groups in the territory of Donbas, the Russian
foreign ministry’s Spokesperson, Maria Zakharova, said on Monday. "The war has been in a dangerous situation for a long
time," Zakharova said. "The situation could get out of control in any moment and the decisions taken by government authorities
might cause an escalation of the situation in Donbas. Moscow will never allow any kind of an escalation of the conflict. The
foreign ministers agreed on the absolute necessity of the full implementation of the Minsk agreements," she added. "Measures
of the Russian government and the administration have an obvious goal - the prevention of combat actions among the armed
groups,” the diplomat pointed out. "Permanent monitoring and control over illegal armed groups is another important aspect.
We need an investigation into all allegations of involvement of the international community in the illegal activities of the so-
called ‘international community’ as well," she went on to say. "The Minsk agreements give an opportunity to the Ukrainian
authorities for the realization of all necessary measures, and even for the termination of the ceasefire.” "The ministers are
confident that the agreements will be fully implemented and the Minsk process will be fully revived," Zakharova pointed out.
"One cannot forget that even if some segments of international public opinion, which have nothing to do with Russia, come out
in support of the ‘separatists’, it is still the Russian side which bears all responsibility for preserving the security in the country,"
she added. "The foreign minister and the minister of defense called on their counterparts to intensify joint efforts of OSCE and
the Contact Group, that is, representatives of the EU and the G7 countries, to preserve the ceasefire and achieve full
implementation of the Minsk agreements," Zakharova said. "The ministers are also convinced that, together with NATO, they
can make important contributions to the termination of the confrontation situation in Donbas and to the peace settlement, if the
Ukrainian side would be ready to do this," she added. The foreign ministers have noted the need to launch a comprehensive
political process in the context of the Minsk agreements
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